[Local recurrence following radical cystectomy for bladder cancer. Diagnostic and therapeutic options].
The prognosis for patients with local recurrence following cystectomy for urothelial bladder cancer is poor. Only a small proportion of patients with good performance status are candidates for any form of therapy at all. Clinical experience shows that local recurrence is often accompanied or followed by systemic tumor spread. Therefore, palliative systemic chemotherapy is the cornerstone of treatment. Local radiotherapy or local tumor resection is reserved for subgroups of patients and to ease local symptoms or complications. Only a few patients are candidates for multimodal therapeutic approaches with curative intent. Despite such efforts, the survival of patients with local recurrence is limited in nearly all cases.